




 

THINGS TO DO IN
AUSTIN, TX

McKnightTitle.com

MUSEUM OF THE WEIRD
Address: 412 E 6th St, Austin, TX 78701

GREETINGS FROM AUSTIN MURAL
Address: 1720 S 1st St, Austin, TX 78704

ZILKER PARK
Address: 2201 Lou Neff Rd, Austin, TX 78746

LADY BIRD LAKE
Address: 1820 S Lakeshore Blvd, Austin, TX 78741

BLAZER TAG ADVENTURE CENTER
Address: 1701 W Ben White Blvd, Austin, TX 78704

TERRY BLACK’S BARBECUE
Address: 1003 Barton Springs Rd, Austin, TX 78704

AUSTIN NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER
Address: 2389 Stratford Dr, Austin, TX 78746

CIRCUIT OF THE AMERICAS
Address: 9201 Circuit of the Americas Blvd, Austin, TX 78617

TOY JOY
Address: 403 W 2nd St, Austin, TX 78701

TEXAS STATE CAPITOL
Address: 1100 Congress Ave, Austin, TX 78701

CONGRESS AVENUE BRIDGE
Address: Congress Ave, Austin, TX 78704

LAKE TRAVIS ZIPLINE ADVENTURES
Address: 14529 Pocohontas Trail, Volente, TX 78641

SIXTH STREET
Address: 115 E 6th St, Austin, TX 78701

TEXAS MEMORIAL MUSEUM
Address: 2400 Trinity St, Austin, TX 78705

EMMA LONG METROPOLITAN PARK
Address: 1600 City Park Rd, Austin, TX 78730

HATCHET ALLEY
Address: 443 A Bastrop Hwy, Austin, TX 78741

DEEP EDDY POOL
Address: 401 Deep Eddy Ave, Austin, TX 78703

PINBALLZ ARCADE
Address: 8940 Research Blvd, Austin, TX 78758

CATHEDRAL OF JUNK
Address: 4422-4424 Lareina Dr, Austin, TX 78745

AUSTIN PUBLIC LIBRARY
Address: 710 W Cesar Chavez St, Austin, TX 78701

ZIKER BOTANICAL GARDEN
Address: 2220 Barton Springs Rd, Austin, TX 78746

TEXAS GOVERNOR’S MANSION
Address: 1010 Colorado St, Austin, TX 78701

TYPHOON TEXAS
Address: 18500 TX-130 Service Rd, Pflugerville, TX  78660

ELISABET NEY MUSEUM
Address: 304 E 44th St, Austin, TX 78751

GUS’S WORLD FAMOUS FRIED CHICKEN
Address: 117 San Jacinto Blvd, Austin, TX 78701

FIREHOUSE HOSTEL AND LOUNGE
Address: Rainey Street, Austin, TX 78701









THE ULTIMATE NEW TEXAN

WELCOME GUIDEWELCOME GUIDE



Welcome to Texas, Y’all!

Howdy - and welcome to the Lone Star State! Whether you're
here for work, family, or just chasing some sunshine, you’re
stepping into a place with big skies, bold flavors, and even
bigger personality.

Texas is more than just a state—it’s a way of life. From bustling
cities and small-town charm to BBQ joints and live music,
there’s something here for everyone. People are friendly (yes,
we will wave at strangers), and we take pride in doing things
our own way - with a little extra flair.

You’ll soon be saying “y’all,” eating breakfast tacos like it’s a
food group, and realizing that yes, cowboy boots can be
business casual.

This guide is here to help you hit the ground running - with
places to go, food to try, local tips, and a few laughs along the
way. We’re glad you’re here. Now let’s get you settled, Texas-
style.



Austin – Live music capital of the world, with a quirky, artsy vibe

San Antonio – Visit the historic Alamo, River Walk, and Missions

Houston – Space Center Houston and an incredible international food
scene

CITIES TO EXPLORECITIES TO EXPLORE

Dallas/Fort Worth (DFW) – Modern urban centers with classic Texas
culture

TO VISITTO VISIT
PLACES

Galveston – Victorian architecture, Moody Gardens, and beachside fun

South Padre Island – Gorgeous beaches, dolphin watching, and water
sports

COASTAL ESCAPESCOASTAL ESCAPES

HILL COUNTRYHILL COUNTRY

Enchanted Rock – Pink granite dome with panoramic views

Fredericksburg – German roots, scenic vineyards, and peach orchards



Texas BBQ – Franklin’s, Snow’s, or Killen’s
are top picks. Order your brisket moist
for max flavor.

TEXAS MUST HAVES

Tex-Mex – Think queso, enchiladas, and
breakfast tacos.

Chicken-Fried Steak – A Southern classic
Smothered in cream gravy, of course.

Kolaches – Czech pastry filled with fruit
or meat, popular in Central Texas. Order
one with sausage and jalapeño!

Chili – The official state dish - No beans
allowed. Ever.

Gulf Seafood – Fresh oysters, shrimp, and
redfish from the Gulf Coast.

TYPES OFTYPES OF
FOOD TO TRYFOOD TO TRY

Matt’s El Rancho (Austin) – A Tex-
Mex institution.

T E X - M E X  &  M O R E

Ninfa’s (Houston) – Home of the
original fajitas.

Mi Tierra Café (San Antonio) –
Open 24/7, colorful and
authentic.

U P S C A L E  &  U N I Q U E

Uchi (Austin, Houston, Dallas) –
Modern Japanese with Texas flair.

The French Room (Dallas) – Iconic
fine dining.

Brennan’s (Houston) – Texas
Creole at its best.

Whataburger – Order a Honey Butter
Chicken Biscuit or a Patty Melt after
midnight. Customize your Whataburger
like a pro (Hint: add jalapeños).

Blue Bell Ice Cream – The pride of Texas,
especially the Homemade Vanilla.

Dr. Pepper from Dublin, TX – The OG,
made with real cane sugar. Try a “Dr
Pepper Float” (Dr. Pepper + Blue Bell Ice
Cream).

Chicken-Fried Steak – Smothered in
cream gravy, of course.

Franklin Barbecue (Austin) –
Legendary brisket; get in line
early!

B B Q  J O I N T S

Snow’s BBQ (Lexington) – Named
best BBQ in Texas more than
once.

Pecan Lodge (Dallas) – Massive
portions, deep smoke flavor.

Terry Black’s Barbecue (Austin) -
Great BBQ and an extensive
selection of sides and desserts.



TEXAS-ONLY

EXPERIENCESEXPERIENCES
Visit the Fort Worth Stockyards or the Houston Livestock Show &
Rodeo.

Float the river – Bring your own tube (and a cooler of drinks).

Go to an HEB – You'll never look at grocery stores the same again &
get some HEB butter tortillas while you're there!

Attend a “Friday Night Lights” football game – It’s practically a
state religion.

Go Two-Stepping at a Honky Tonk – Try Billy Bob’s or Gruene Hall.

If you dance with a local, you earn extra Texan points.

Wear cowboy boots to a fancy event – It’s business casual in Texas.

Wave at strangers on a back road – It’s the Texas way.



CADDO LAKE

A mysterious, Spanish moss-
draped bayou for canoeing
and fishing. Paddle through
cypress trees and pretend
you’re in a ghost story. Bonus
points if you spot a gator (and
live to tell the tale).

Part gas station, part theme
park. Where else can you buy
brisket, a cast-iron skillet, fudge,
and beaver merch at 2 AM? Do
NOT skip the restrooms - they’re
cleaner than your dentist’s
office.

BUC-EES

Come for the organic honey,
stay because you got roped
into a conversation about
heirloom tomatoes and now
you're oddly invested.

LOCAL FARMERS MARKETS

Texans will fight for this grocery
chain like it’s a beloved family
member. If someone says they
shop at other stores, back
away slowly. Then convert
them.

HEB

The “Grand Canyon of Texas”
in the Panhandle. Great for
hiking, photos, and impressing
your out-of-state friends.

PALO DURO CANYON

It’s like Mars, but with coyotes
and more dramatic sunsets.
Bring extra water, a map, and
someone with better
directional skills than you.

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK

SHOP LOCALSHOP LOCAL OUTDOOROUTDOOR
ADVENTURESADVENTURES



NEWCOMERSNEWCOMERS

HOW TEXAN ARE YOU?HOW TEXAN ARE YOU?
Tenderfoot Texan: You’ve got a long way to go, partner.

Rodeo Rookie: You're starting to get the hang of it.

Lone Star Local: People might mistake you for a real Texan.

True Texan: Get yourself a truck and start saying 'y’all.'

0-5 Years

6-10 Years

11-15 Years

16+ Years

TIPS FOR

Texas summers are hotter than a jalapeño's armpit. If you're not
carrying a water bottle like it's your emotional support item, you’re
doing it wrong.

HYDRATION = SURVIVAL

Your Car Is Your Best Friend
You’ll drive to your neighbor’s house. Across the street. For queso. Get
comfy in your car - it’s your second home now.

YOUR CAR IS YOUR BEST FRIEND

You may find yourself emotionally attached to your thermostat. That’s
normal. Just don't touch someone else's unless you’re ready for a full-
blown feud.

AIR CONDITIONING IS SACRED

The cashier asking “How’s your day?” actually wants to know.
Responding with your life story? Acceptable. Bonus points for ending
with “Y’all take care now!”

SMALL TALK IS A SPORT



So go out there and explore, eat too much, talk to strangers,
and soak it all in. From bluebonnets to brisket, there’s
something here with your name on it.

And just like that - you’re officially a Texan, or at least
honorary status until you’ve survived your first 100° day and
declared a favorite BBQ spot in a heated debate.

Whether you're here for a good time or a long time, we
hope this guide has helped you feel more at home in this
big, bold, and wonderfully weird state. Texas has a lot to
offer—and now, so do you.

And remember:
When in doubt, say “y’all.”
Sweet tea is always the safer bet.
And yes, everything really is BIGGER in Texas.

Welcome home, friend.

Now you’re one of us!

You’re gonna love it here.


